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Merge 52 is a generalized 2-5 way merging program, and is more
powerful than 2-3 way merging program, Merge 51, which it
supersedes.

This manual is the result of work contributed by:
J. C. Batchelder

D. T. Moeller
Anita F. Scheminger
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MERGE 52 — 2, 3, 4, OR 5 WAY MERGE

PURPOSE

Merge 52 is a generalized merge program written for a Model 1
or Model II 705 using the 754 Tape Control Unit. The program will
combine, at the user's option, 2, 3, 4, or 5 sorted files into

one sequenced file.

SPECIFICATIONS

1.

Number of Input Records Each individual input file may consist of

o more than 99 reels of tape. Therefore, the number of
input records in each input file is limited only in that these records
must be contained on 99 reels of tape, or less.

Record Arrangement Records may be either single or blocked.
The records should contain no Record Marks or Group Marks
except as mentioned below. In any particular merge operation, all
records must fall into the same category, which may be any

one of the following:

Blocked Records When records are blocked, the last character
of each record must be a Record Mark in order to indicate

the end of the record. Individual records must always be of fixed
length and a multiple of five, including the Record Mark.

Single Records Single records are divided into three categories
because Merge 52 processes certain types of single records
differently than others. These categories, and the restrictions
which apply to each, are as mentioned below, There are

three factors involved regarding single records: (1) Being a
multiple of five. (2) Ending in a Record Mark; and (3)

Fixed length. All combinations of the presence or absence of
these factors are possible, except that no variable length
record should end in a Record Mark, giving a total of 6 possible
cases.

a. Single records which are a multiple of five characters
in length, and end in a Record Mark, must always be of fixed
length, The input grouping, punched in columns 35-37
of the control card, for this type of record is 001, (Case 1)

b. All other single records of fixed length are indicated
by an input grouping of 000 in the control card. This category
includes:



	001
	002

