


























· ''lDMS/R represents amqjor 
advance indatnbase technology?' 

*DavidLitwack is Cullinet's Vice President 
of Product Development. Mr. Litwack has 
contributed significantly to the many tech­
nical advances Cullinet has achieved in data· 
base software products, including IDMSIR. 
Mr. Litwackjoined Cullinet in 1976. He is 
a Cum Laude graduate of Brandeis Univer­
sity and holds a Masters in Computer 
Sciencefrom Boston University. 
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Dave Litwack* 

Because-IDMS!R is the first 
relational DBMS designed 
for both the DPprofessional 

and the end user. 
IDMSIR is not only a relational 

database management system, 
but a particularly powenul 
one. IDMS was made 
relational by removing all 
pointers and allowing the 
user to define data as 
tables and providing the 
traditional relational 
operators such as 
selects, projects and 
joins. The major 

benefitofa 
relational DBMS 
is the capacity 
to develop 
applications 
faster because 
the developer 
does not have to 
be concerned with 

the database design. 
IDMSIR provides this 

and much more. 
For example, the 

Automatic System Facility (ASF) of 
IDMSIR is a major advance over fourth 
generation languages. The ASF is so 
comprehensive and easy to use that 
all a user need do, to develop an 
application, is define a relational 
record. The Automatic System 
Facility dynamically generates all 
necessary supporting structures 
including data definitions, screen 
format-'" application processing 
logic, and documentation. So, the 
developer can witness the application 
being produced, literally, in seconds. 
This capability makes IDMSIR the 

penect system for the end user. 
Data processing professionals 

can use the ASF to help develop 
production applications. The ASF 
can be used to build a prototype that 
can be enhanced, using Cullinet's 
fourth generation language, ADS/ 
Online, into a complex production 
application. But, when they build a 
complex high volume application 
using IDMSIR, DP professionals 
require outstanding penormance. 
Typically, 5 % of the dc;tta relationships 
Goins) in any application are accessed 
95 % of the time. With IDMSIR, 
they can simply change these 
relationships to predefined joins and 
benefit from a dramatic boost in 
penormance. We call it Relational 
F'astpath. Relational Fastpath makes 
IDMSIR a unique DBMS and a penect 
system for DP professionals' system 
development needs. 

In addition, IDMSIR has the most 
sophisticated back-up and recovery 
capability of any DBMS, full integration 
with personal computers and is also 
integrated with Cullinet's complete 
line of fmancial and manufacturing 
applications. 

In summary, IDMSIR was designed 
to satisfy the requirements of those 
who want to develop applications 
faster and those who have the 
responsibility of processing them. 

For further information, attend a 
Cullinet Seminar. Mail the attached cou­
pon or call Cullinet at 1-800-225-9930 
(in Massachusetts, 617-329-7700) for 
a complete schedule. 
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STILL WAITING 
ON VENUS 

ADP GOES 
VIDEOTEX 

BIG BUCKS BACK 
SUPERMICROS 

MEGATEK LAGS 
ON GRAPHICS 

LOOK AHEAD 
The company will acknowledge that it is at least 
one year late. Former employees say double that 
figure. Whichever view you take, everyone in the 
DEC world is still awaiting the company's new 
5 MIPS Venus. Sources say ·we can now expect an 
October/November announcement (llcertainly after 
Labor Dayll) of both Venus and the new single-board 
MicroVAX 2. _ Volume on both is expected for spring 
1985. Also expect a slew of personal computer 
products from the Maynard giant, with the focus 
firmly on IBM compatibility. Included will be a 
new low-end Rainbow and local area network soft­
ware linking all three of DEC's pcs to its All-in­
One office automation solution and into Venus. 
Announcement is expected by year-end. 

Casting about for ways to shore up a sagging ser­
vice bureau business, ADP begins testing a horne 
banking videotex service this month in 20 market 
areas, covering 25 to 200 homes per area. - Joining 
ADP will be 19 IIparticipatingll financial institu­
tions, each paying $275,000 to $500,000 depending 
on the number of terminals in the test site, and 
12 lIobservers,1I an ADP source says. Plans are to 
use AT&T's $900 Sceptre cordless videotex termi­
nals and, later, pcs. Several pricing strategies 
will also be tested. The database, which includes 
funds transfer and automatic or manual bill paying 
applications, will reside on two VAX systems. 

Edge Computer Corp., Minneapolis, completed the 
largest first round venture capital placement in 
-Minnesota's history last month. The $11.1 million 
placement was larger than comparable backings for 
Control Data, Network Systems, Cray, CPT, or 
Lee Data, as well as the $10 million backing for 
Compaq, the record placement for a micro supplier. 
Money was raised among 12 venture firms, including 
Brentwood Associates and Interwest. Norwest 
Growth Fund, Minneapolis, led the venture. Plans 
are to build a supermicro that will implement the 
Motorola 68000 instruction set on a gate array 
chip set. Founders include former executives and 
engineers from IBM and CDC. 

Megatek's new Merlin 9200 graphics system, slated 
for introduction this week, has been delayed 
about two weeks, company sources say. The system 
incorporates multiprocessors with a local hier­
archical database for both graphic and textual 
data, local multitasking, and networking. It also 
uses an antialiasing technique called pixel 
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It can handle microfiche production. Create and maintain job 
setups. And even produce audit trails. All at the same time. . 

. Meanwhile, you won't have to interfere with your host computer's 
1. To load the 6650, sim­
ply insert the film. There 
are no messy chemicals. 
2. When you're ready to 
print, its easy. Just press 
a button. 
3. Your fiche will be ready 
in seconds -- for a frac­
tion of what it would cost 
to put the same data on 
paper. 

software because the 6650 has its oWn minicomputer and 
emulates an IBM® 3211 printer. . . . .' 

And here's another surprise: Your end users will appreciate the 
sharp,. clean images from the 6650's dry process. 

Isn't it time you learned more about Bell & Howell's clean 
new approach to COM? Call our marketing BElle,HoWEll 
manager toJl.free at (800) 538--4000. COM DIVISION 

In California, call.collect, (714) 660--1050. " 
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Reporting 

What computer service do you need today? 
Information retrieval? Planning systems? 
Color graphics? Text processing? 

When you connect a terminal to the IBM 
Information Network, a keystroke orders up 
exactly the remote-access service that can help 
you. 

One of these services is Application System 
(AS), a computing resource for executives and 
business professionals. It helps you collect and 
retrieve information. Organize it to your liking. 
And display it in color-graphics or table form. 
Application System uses English-like com-

mands, which 
make it especially simple 
to learn and operate. 

Now everybody in your company who uses 
AS can work with one system, which integrates 
a wide range of business functions. And people 
in dispersed locations can communicate 
through the system, sharing information with 
one another. Everybody in your organization 
can be more productive and more effective. 

The Low-Risk Way 
The IBM Information Network is an ex­

tremely economical way to meet individual 





Only one disk guarantees safe passage through the torrid zone of drive heat. MaxelI. 
A lifetime warranty. And manufac­

turing standards that make it almost 
unnecessary. 

Consider this: Every time you take 
your disk for a little spin, you expose 
it to drive heat that can sidetrack data. 
Worse, take it to the point of no return. 
Maxell's unique jacket construction 
defies heat of 140°F. And keeps your 
information on track. 

And Maxell runs clean. A unique 
process impregnates lubricants 
throughout the oxide layer. Extending 
media and head life. How good is Gold? 

Maxell's the disk that many drive manu­
facturers trust to put new equipment 
through its paces. It's that bug-free. 

So you can drive a bargain. But in 
accelerated tests, Maxell floppys lead 
the industry in error-free performance 
and durability. Proving that if you can't 
stand the heat you don't stand a chance. 

maxell® 
IT'S WORTH IT. 

Maxell Corporation of America, 60 Oxford Drive, Moonachie, N.J. 07074 201-440-8020 
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