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With all the clamor about Rersonal computers, 
a fundamental fact is often overlooKed: 

some simply work better than others. 
Consider the COMPAQ Portable. 

A computer will make you more 
productive. A computer will 

make you more efficient. You hear it 
everywhere. But you don't hear about 
which computer actually works best. 

A computer isn't magic. It's a tool. 
And just like other tools, some com' 
puters work better than others. 

The COMPAQTM Por.table is a combi, 
nation of 20th,century electronics and 
19th,century pragmatism. It simply does 
personal computing better. Here's why. 

Works in more p1!lces 
You don't do all your thinking in one 
place. Why have a computer that stays 
in one place? 

The COMPAQ Portable has all the 
capabilities of a large desktop com, 
puter. But now those capabilities can 
go where you go. 

You can move it from office to office 
to share its resources. You can move 
it into the conference room to answer 
questions when and where they come up. 

With the COMPAQ Portable, you 
can be as productive in your hotel 
room or your lake house as in your own 
office. It's a reliable companion on a 
business trip. It's a powerful sales aid in 
your customer's office. 

What's more productive than a com, 
puter? A computer that works for you 
in more places. 

The unique alu, 
minum frame of the 

COMPAQ Portable has cross* 
members that strengthen it fronHo* 

back, sidNo*side, and top*to*boccom. It's a 
design practice commonly used in race cars. 

than any other portable. In fact, it runs 
more than most non,portables. That's 
because it runs all the popular pro' 
grams written for the IBM® Personal 
Computer. There are hundreds of 
them. They are available in computer 
stores all over the country, and they 
run without any modification, right off 
the shelf. 

Imagine the power of a portable word 
processor. There are dozens of different 
word processing programs available for 
the COMPAQ Portable. 

Planning, problem,solving, and 
"what,ifs" are a cinch with a variety of 
popular electronic spreadsheet pro' 
grams. The COMPAQ Portable runs 
them all. 

There are accounting programs for 

Works with the 
greatest number 

anything from computerizing your 
__ =:;;::;:::=::::;;;::::- family budget to full,scale 

- professional management 
of programs 

The most important 
consideration when 
you choose a computer 
is "what programs will 
it run?" And that's one 
more reason for choosing 

_ the COMPAQ Portable. 
The COMPAQ Porta, 

ble runs more programs 

The COMPAQ Portable was 
designed to fit under a stand* 
ard airline seat so you can take 
it on business trips. 

of payables, receivables, 
inventory, and 
payroll for your 
company. 

There are pro' 
grams for making 

charts and programs for 
communicating with 
other computers. Or if 
you want something 
really specialized, there 
are even program lan, 
guages for writing your 
own programs. 

So, you get portabil, 
ity and you don't give 

up problem,solving power. The combi, 
nation adds up to the most useful per' 

.; sonal computer on the market today. 

Works better because 
it's easy to read 

The display screen of the COMPAQ 
Portable measures nine inches diago, 
nally. It shows a full "page width" of 80 
characters on a line so tasks like word 
processing are easier. And those char, 
acters are big enough to read even if 
you're leaning back in your chair. 
The display shows both high, resolution 

There are hundreds . 

graphics and 
easy,to,read, 
upper' and 
lowercase 
characters. 
Orie screen 

of useful programs for the 
COMPAQ Portable because it runs 
all the popular programs written for the IBM. 

for all the information. With some 
personal computers, including the 
IBM, you can have either the graphics 
or the legible characters, but you can't 
have both unless you buy two different 
displays. 

Incidentally, computer prices are 
often quoted without a display; The dis, 
play of the COMPAQ Portable is built 
in, of course. 

Add .. on options make it work 
the way you work 

Inside the COMPAQ Portable are three 
open slots. Electronic devices called ex, 
pansion boards fit those slots and give 
the COMPAQ Portable new powers. 
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LOOK AHEAD 
replaced in the next few years. Maybe DEC is 
winding down early? 

Amdahl's important contract with AT&T may be in 
jeopardy. Sources at American Information Systems 
say that Amdahl may lose its large contract to 
produce packet hardware for the Net 1000 datacom 
network that is already long overdue. The firm 
is producing Packet Assembly Disassembly devices 
to function as network entry points for customers' 
terminals. Amdahl got into the packet switch. 
business with its 1980 acquisition of Tran Tele­
communications Corp., of Marina del Ray. Mean­
while, a series of personnel setbacks is expected 
to hurt sales. Headquarters marketing vice presi­
dent Clifford Rudolph, western regional sales vp 
George KIous, and director of systems marketing 
Wayne McIntyre have left during the past few 
months. 

Several local area network vendors are scrambling 
to offer the software and hardware to link 
personal computers. Sytek, Ungermann-Bass, and 
Interactive Systems/3M say that early next year 
they will deliver PC and 3270 network capabili­
ties. Sytek and U-B will offer direct cpu-to-cpu 
connections; 3M's latest network, LAN 1, is de­
signed to compete with Sytek and U-B in the broad­
band market but will interface at the RS232 level. 

The Federal Trade Commission is investigating 
Ashton-Tate for possible violations of government 
rules prohibiting vendors from dictating retail 
prices of their products. The FTC move comes 
at a distinctly inopportune time -- the maker 
of dBASE II microcomputer software is trying to 
raise $27 million in a public stock offering. 
To date A-T has shipped 130,000 copies of dBASE 
II, and in the past six months the DBMS package 
accounted for 81% of the company's $14.9 million 
in revenues. If the stock offering is successful, 
a big pot of gold will go to the author of dBASE 
II, Wayne Ratliff: earlier this year A-T bought 
the rights for $150,000 in cash, a $6.4 million 
promissory note, and 392,000 shares of stock. 

Deliveries of the big data switching private 
branch exchange from Mitel, the SX-2000, won't 
start until late next year. Incomplete versions 
of the data and voice PBX may appear in October, 
say industry analysts, after an April introduction 
of a complete speech-only version of the 20,000-
line box. It will be mid-1985 before the complete 
data/voice system is ready for delivery. Mitel's 
software development is the culprit. 



The C. Itoh Starlet A-10 Daisy Wheel 
printer is made to order for the OEM 

micro market. Its footprint is so incredi­
bly small, it goes just about anywhere -
desktop, shelf, bookcase - yet it offers 
highest quality word processing print­
ing at less than the cost of an electronic 
typewriter. 

The A -10 is also extremely versatile. 
It can literally be configured thousands 
of different ways to accommodate your 
systems and performance needs. Its 
Shannon-text-rated 18 cps speed and 
unique 100-character drop-in print wheel 
(it's self-aligning) make it ideal for office 
applications. 

PROVEN RELIABILITY 
The A-10 is built around the same 

sound principles that have made our F -10 

See us at Comdex-Booth #2620 

and Starwriter printers so successful. 
You get field proven, firmware-intensive 
technology for increased reliability. Plus 
a rugged, cast-aluminum baseplate, high 
quality metal parts, and low parts count 
for reduced maintenance: MTBF is 
2300 hours, at 30% duty cycle (45 million 
character impressions). Easy access to 
all boards and subassemblies ensures 

C/TOH IZKI1ION/CS 
A World of Quality 

low MTTR. And the A-10 is D.L. 
and FCC class-B approved as well as 
ESDtested. 

ECONOMY OF OWNERSHIP 
Low cost of ownership is one of the 

A-10's best features. Industry standard 
ribbons and a wide variety of wheels 
are available at popular prices. But 
best of all, many of the extra features 
that others call options come standard 
on the A-10. Like microprocessing for 
proportional printing, superscripts/ 
subscripts, and bidirectional carriage 
and platen motion. 

C. Itoh's Starlet A-10 Daisy. 
Small footprint. Big features. Contact 
C. Itoh Electronics, Inc. 5301 Beethoven 
Street, Los Angeles, California 90066. 
Telephone (213) 306-6700. 
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Just the facts: 
Wh.Vyour next 3270 cluster 

snould be a Metnorex. 
When you're good, you don't have to shout. 
Our 3270 family of controllers, printers and 
display stations is the best you can buy. So, 
to prove our high opinion, a few quiet facts: 
Plug-compatibility with IBM mainframes. 
Plug Memorex terminals in and protect 
your existing investment. 
Wide range of protocols. Operate in BSC or, 
with our new 2074 controller, SNNSDLC. 

Monitors that make a difference: 
Crisp, high resolution characters and 
graphics. 
Choice of easy-to-read green phosphor, new 
amber or seven-color screens. 
Ergonomic design for increased 
productivity . 

Economy in operation. Our display stations 
use up to 58% less power than their largest 
competitors. Our printers run up to 50% 
faster than comparable models. 
Available when you need them. Many items 
are available immediately. Ask about our 
quick delivery program. 
Worldwide service. QUality computer 
peripherals and media for over 22 years. 
Sales and service that span the globe. 

Call today for more information. Our toll 
free number is (800) 538-9303; in California 
(408) 996-9000, Ext. 616. Or write to 
Memorex Marketing, 18922 Forge Drive, 
Cupertino, CA 95014. Once you've got all 
the facts, we're confident of your decision. 

MEMOREX 
A Burroughs Company 

Now! Available withergonomiclreyboard and easy .. to .. readamberscreen! 
See Memorex at Comdex, Booth 1236. 
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Our word processor makes text composition and editing fast and simple. 
And with its link to the computer, it can also access data; 

Electronic mail and filing connects people and information -
across the hall or around the world. .. 

Our Series 100 personal office computers handle a 
manager's individual needs, such as word processing, 
graphics and data analysis. They talk to big computers, too. 

Economicai computing with up to 56 terminals. That's what the HP 3000 
Series 39 delivers. You can use it as a central processor in a small office or as 
pact of a network. 

This manager's workstation functions 
both as a stand-alone computer and a 
terminal. 

High-volume printing on this laser pnnting system 
virtually eliminates preprinted forms, letterhead 
stationery and long lines at the copier. 

Data communications can expand 
The Interactive Office throughout the 
building or across the country. 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































