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LISA SLIPS 
A DISK 

BACK-END 
STARTUP 

NEW 4300 
COMING ..• 

LOOK AHEAD 
While Apple Computer has apparently sold out 'its 
1983 production of Lisa computers, a total of 
about 20,000 units, blank diskettes for the new 
machine are few and far between. It seems the 
two designated floppy suppliers, 3M and Verbatim, 
have not filled the pipeline to Apple distribu-­
tors, leaving Lisa users stuck with the dozen or 
so floppies supplied under the system's $9,995 
price tag. Apple chose nonstandard diskette 
formats in order to pack 860K bytes onto a single 
diskette. The manufacturer attributes the lack 
of retail'diskettes to a snafu in distribution 
while distributors themselves speculate that not 
enough diskettes were ordered in the first place. 
That, or production problems are at fault. All 
this may add up to a painful thorn for Apple 
because many Lisa users now are much-needed soft­
ware developers whose efforts could seriously be 
hindered by a lack of floppy media. 

A Dallas startup is just completing venture cap­
ital funding to bring out a back-end database ma­
chine that will be aimed primarily at large dp 
shops with many different types of processors and 
storage devices, and large, evolving databases. 
SMC Technology Corp. was formed as a joint ven­
ture between Set Theoretic Information Systems of 
Ann Arbor, Mich., and Productivity International 
of Dallas. The former, a software house, speci­
alizes in large database systems, while the lat­
ter does systems work in CAD/CAM. The company's 
storage manager, to be based initially on an 
off-the-shelf 32-bit minicomputer, is expected 
to hit the market by the end of next year. Fol­
low-on systems will use custom hardware. 

Look for IBM to come out this fall with a new 
low-end 4300 supermini/cluster controller that 
will first ship in the second quarter of next 
year. The system is expected to use a new 1,500-
gate ECL chip and have a' base price of about 
$40,000.- IBM's smallest cur'rent 4300 goes for 
about '$80,000 and has left the door open to many 
supermini vendors such as Digital Equipment and 
Prime. IBM's new system is expected to use the 
VM/CMS operating system, link closely with per­
sonal computers, and fit well into the company's 
long-expected local network. Thus, the system 
will boost IBM's business not only in the office 
automation market, but also in the scientific/ 
engineering markets being pursued by Apollo Com­
puter. 
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Howtoget . 
acomputercompany 
to help unclog your 
applications . 
bottleneck. 

Consider this scenario. 
Suddenly, all your manage­

ment users become able to 
develop their own special appli­
cations. On-line, using their own 
desktop terminals. 

They have immediate access 
to updated information within 
their authorized data bases, 
regardless of where it's entered. 
They're able to reformat reports 
and even redefine parameters. 
Themselves. 

You're still very much in con­
trol of things, but not burdened 
by detail. You're free to manage 
the on-going workload. And the 
major applications.' 

It could all happen with the 
Sperry MAPPER™ System. 
Not quite "suddenly," but in very 
short order. 

MAPPER is that powerfuL 
Simply stated, it's the most 
advanced information manage­
ment tool yet developed. 

A tall claim, to be sure. But 
we're prepared to back it up, 
conclusively. We'll put MAPPER 
to work on a real and specific 
application development prob­
lem that a user has given you. 

SOMETHING 
FOR EVERYONE. 
MAPPER's simple English-



language commands and non­
procedural flexibility make it 
easy for the most computer-shy 
user to gain proficiency in a day 
or two. The fact is, MAPPER 
can be used in all departments 
of your company and at various 
levels within the organization. 
And the MAPPER concept of 
"user friendly" far transcends 
anything you've seen. 

HERE'S THE OFFER. 
Accept our MAPPER Challenge. 
Bring us an application develop-

©Sperry Corporation 1983 MAPPER is a trademark of Sperry Corporation. 

ment project. Bring along the 
user. We'll show you - without 
any obligation or cost-how 
quickly and easily MAPPER 
gets the job done. It will be 
an awesome experience for the 
user. And maybe astonishing 
even for you. 

800-547-8362 
But first things first. Have us 
send you a copy of our brochure, 
"How to Thke the MAPPER 

CIRCLE 13 ON READER CARD 

Challenge." Call toll-free: 
800-547-8362 (9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
E.D.T.). Or send us the coupon. 

ISperry Corporatio;- - - - - -, 
I Computer Systems I 
I Department 100 I 

P.O. Box 500 
I Blue Bell, PA 19424 I 
I Please send me a copy of "How to I 
I Take the MAPPER Challenge." I 
I Name I 

Titlc __________ _ 

I Company I 
I Address I 
I City State ___ ZIP __ I 
I We understand how important it is to listen. I 
L __________ -.J 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































