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Most digitizers are 
pretty much alike ... 

the New CalComp 9000 
Series is the exception. 

Most are priced alike ... 
except the CalComp 9000. 
The new CaIComp 9000 Series Digi­
tizer gives you the best performance' 
features at the lowest price. Only the 
new CaIComp 9000 allows you to cus­
tomize application configurations by 
switch selectable character framing, 
data rate, operating modes and 
interfaces. 

Most have the same features ... 
except the CaIComp 9000. 
Check the specs and you will find that 
accuracy, resolution, digitizing sur­
face sizes and even transducers are 
just about the same on most 

, competitive models. 

Then consider these CaIComp 
digitizer features: You can choose a 
digitizing surface and transducer to fit 
your application. Solid or backlighted 
surfaces are available in sizes from 12" 
x 12" to 60" x 44". All have standard 
accuracy of ±0.0105 inch and resolu­
tion of 1000 lines per inch. Transducer 
choices include a pen stylus, and 4, 12 
or 16-buUon cursors. 

The compatible 9000 Series lets 
you communicate simultaneously 
with several host computers and/or 
peripherals via multiple interfaces. 

And, you can count on CaIComp to 
keep your digitizer operating at peak 
efficiency. Each CaIComp 9000 Series 
Digitizer carries a full 'one-year 

warranty on parts and labor. Reliable, 
nationwide direct sales and service 
guarantee quick response time. 

The new CaIComp 9000 Series is an 
exceptional digitizer. Point for point, 
when it comes to price and perform­
ance, CaIComp is the choice. 

Call or write today for complete 
specs on the 9000 Series. 

CALCOMP 
A Sanders GraphiCS Company 

PlY 
California Computer Products, Inc. 
2411 West La Palma Avenue 
Anaheim, California 92801 
Telephone (714) 821-2011 
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RIFKIN: PRO AND CON 
Merrill Cherlin's article, "Waste Not, 
Want Not" (In Foctis, February), eloquent-' 
Iy expresses Jeremy Rifkin's argument for 
the forces of entropy and chaos. Here are a 
few ideas in support of life and order. 

While it is true that entropy rules 
most of the universe, driving it from high 
organization toward low, from order to cha­
os, that's not the whole story. Life is an 
entropy pump! A plant makes leaves from 
dirt, a fish makes fins from plants; a bear' 
makes fur from fish. The very process of 
life is to convert low organization to high, 
to reverse entropy on a local scale. Whether 
you attribute the fact to evolution, or to the 
direct hand of the Creator, our food chain 
makes Man from the earth! 

Man is a toolmaker. The ball-peen 
hammer isn't much compared to a rose, but 
the metal and wood in that hammer are 
more organized than in their natural state 
because of man. The computer isn't much 
compared to the mind of a child, but it's a 
lot smarter than the sand it's made from. 
And man made it. 

So what? So let's not turn away 
from our tools,our science, our computers. 
Let's recognize that life is a process of more 
organization, not of less. Let's preserve our 
present space in the universe, but let's get 
out there and find other spaces that can sup­
port us, help us grow, help us discover, 
help us live. 

If the universe doesn't belong to the 
living, it belongs to death. Maybe it's true 
that death will win in the end. But life has a 
few billion more years to run. Choose life. 
Let chaos take care of itself. 

R. E. JEFFRIES 

Vice President 
. Information Systems Division 

Comshare, Inc. 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

The Entropy law states that matter and ener­
gy can only be changed in one direction­
from usable to unusable, and that we're 
soon, going to have only the unusable left. 
Mr. Rifkin's seeming evenhandedness in 
saying that this problem is equally attribut-

LETTERS 

able to capit<llist and socialist countries 
seems disingenuous given one of his recom­
mendations: "We don't want to face it be­
cause to face it means we'd have to do a lot 
of things. Like we'd have to start sharing 
resources with each other. We'd have to 
have some more equitable approach to how 
we divvy up all the endowment here that's 
been left to us." 

Some light may be shed on Mr. Rif­
kin's thinking by examining some of his 
recent work. Mr. Rifkin was the organizer 
of, and chief spokesman for, the People's 
Bicentennial Commission, which, in the 
period leading up to the 1976 American 
Revolution Bicentennial, he motivated by 
st';lting, "The left must take up this chal­
lenge and turn the Bicentennial celebration 
into a campaign designed to create a mass 
revolutionary consciousness in tune with 
the revolutionary legacy of 1776. . .. A 
genuine' understanding of revolutionary 
ideals links Thomas Paine, Sam Adams, 
and Benjamin Rush, and the American peo­
ple with Lenin, Mao, Che Guevara, and the 
struggle of <ill oppressed people .... " 
Upon discovering that the American people 
werenot sufficiently mature in 1976 to rise 
up and overthrow their oppressors, Mr. Rif­
kin has, apparently, changed his approach. 
He now attempts to turn one of the principal 
justifications of capitalism, i.e., that free 
markets and individual initiative produce 
growth that benefits everyone, on its head 
by stigmatizing growth itself. 

That a presumption of severely lim­
ited resources implies a necessary redis­
tribution of the remaining wealth is highly 
questionable. Even more fundamental, 
however, is Mr. Rifkin's assertion that the 
world's resources are about to dry up. Mr. 
Rifkin supports his thesis almost entirely 
with the observations that a) ". . . there's a 
general recognition that we have reached 
the top of the bell curve, if you will, for the 
age of fossil fuels and stored sun," and b) 
" ... the industrial age is really just a meta­
phor for the use of stored sun. " He also puts 
some basic metals on the down sidenf this 
"bell curve:" 

These facile explanations ignore a 

considerable body of thought and research 
which indicates that the earth's resources, 
rather than being finite and limited in the 
near term, are more closely approximated 
by assuming infinite availability. Precisely 
because the future is unknown to us, com­
ing innovations in energy supply and mate­
rials use cannot be predicted. Just one pos­
sibility, however, that of nuclear fusion 
power (not, by the way, a use of "storcd 
sun' ') may well eliminate energy problems 
for centuries to come. It also seems likely 
that in the next century man will expand 
into space, if not to the point of finding new 
worlds to inhabit, at least to the point of 
finding new supplies of resources. 

Upon reading and accepting as truth 
Mr. Rifkin's predictions, the truly caring 
reader might be expected to sit still in his 
chair, dying and decomposing in place, to 
avoid contributing to the further disordering 
of the universe. The second law of thermo­
dynamics; of course, cannot be dismissed. 
It is, however, cruel and unwarranted to 

, raise the importance of inanimate objects to 
such a level that every human is expected to 
suppress his natural drives to build, to cre­
ate, and to seek pleasure. Indeeq, for the 
individual to be denied any chance to 
achieve greatness in his or her own way is to 
condemn all humanity to oblivion. 

PAUL E. BUTTERFIELD 

New Carrollton, Maryland 

In'the future, please try to spare your read­
ers pap like "Waste Not, Want Not." Mr. 
Rifkin, who appears to be a leftover leftist 
from the sorry '60s, is described as a 
"prophet of ... survival," with "the aw­
ful sound of truth." He is allowed to sully 
your pages with condemnations of our soci­
ety as "absolutely insane." 

Among other pronouncements, this 
"awful truth" -teller tells us that the second 
law of thermodynamics proves that we will 
come to the end of our ropes soon unless we 
reform (presumably this means unless our 
government adopts socialistic practices 
which force everyone to give up modern 
civilization). The second law sort of says 
this--except that it applies to nuclear power 
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