






uBefore you tell me 
how long your computer system's been down, 

let me tell you how long 
my Advanced System/7000's been up:' 
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If we've seen it once, we've seen it a 
hundred times. 
j The whole DP department is on full 
pverload cranking out mountains of reports. 
Programmers are working overtime to develop 
better applications. But they're months behind. 

And company management has to plow 
Ithrough mountains of printout just to get the 
top line information they need. 
I No, the answer to your problems isn't 
a bigger mainframe. More bodies. Or more 
'overtime. 

What you really need is a better way to 
get all of your mainframe's raw computing 
power distributed into the real world, where 
it can do some good. And at Intel, that's 
exactly what we've got. 

We call it Information Resource Manage­
ment Technology. 

The first stage of our efforts is the 
SYSTEM 2000® Data Base Management System. 
Which includes everything from application 
development tools to a query/update language 
to a conversational report generator. And gives 
your programmers and clerical people the tools 
they need to get a lot more . work done. 

But that's just the beginning. 

With our wealth of VLSI experience, 
we're able to combine hardware and software 
into other tremendously effective solutions. 
Like our new Data Base Assist Processor. Which 
couples the data management capabilities of 
SYSTEM 2000 DBMS with the fast paging capa­
bilities of our FAST-3800 semiconductor disks. 
It improves transaction capacity 100%. And cuts 
user response times by 50%. 

As co-implementer of the Ethernet 1M local 
area network, we're making major breakthroughs 
in data communications, too. So it's easier to 
move information from place to place, besides 

'managing and retrieving it once it's there. 
Information Resource Management Tech­

nology. It's more than software. And more 
than hardware. 

You can't get anything like it from any 
mainframe manufacturer. 'Or any independent 
software vendor. Only from us. 

And even bigger things are on the way. 
Becausewe think it's about time somebody gave 
you bigger solutions. 

Instead of bigger problems. 
Get in touch now and we'll tell you more. 

Write: Intel, Market Information Office, 
P.O. Box 9968, Austin, TX 78766. 

Or call (800) • teI®delivers 
531-5304. In Texas, In solutions 
(512) 258-5171. 
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FEBRUARY 
Industrial Productivity Conference and Exposi­
tion, February 16-18, Memphis; Tennessee. 
The Society of Manufacturing Engineers (SME) is sponsoring this 
show, which will emphllsize plant maintenance and cost-efficient 
plant operations. Contact SME, PR Dept., One sMEDrive, P.o. Box 
930, Dearborn, MI 48128, (313) 271-1500. 

Federal DP Expo, February 22-24, Washington, 
D.C. 
This is the eighth annual conference and exposition for computer 
systems users in the U.S. government. Hardware and software 
products, and systems and services will be included in the show. 
Contact The Interface Group, 160 Speen St., Framingham, MA 
01701, (617) 879-4502. 

Compcon Spring, February 26-28, 'San Francisco. 
Sponsored by the IEEE Computer Society" this season's theme is 
"High Technology in the Information Industry." Contact IEEE 
Computer Society, 1109 Spring St., Silver Spring, MD 20901, (301) 
589-3386. 

MARCH 
Robots VI, March 1-4, Detroit. 
Industrial robot manufacturers from the U.S., Europe, and Japan 
will exhibit at the conference sponsored by Robotics International 
of the Society of Manufacturing' Engineers. Contact RI/SME, One 
SME Drive, P.o. Box 930, Dearborn, MI 48128, (313) 271-1500. 

Computers/Graphics in the Building Process, 
March 22-26, Washington, D.C. 
The conference is cohosted by the National Academy of Sciences 
and the World Computer Graphics Association. Contact WCGA, 
2033 M Street N .W., Suite 250, Washington, DC 20036, (202) 775-
9556. 

Interface '82, March 22-25, Dallas. 
This is Interface's 10th annual appearance, ,and once again the 
conference will be devoted to data communications, ddp, and 
networking. Contact the Interface Group, 160 Speen St., P.o. Box 
927, Framingham, MA 01701,' (617) 879-4502. 

National Conference on Information Systems 
Education, March 22-24, Chicago. 
The conference is sponson!d by the Education Foundation of the 
Data Processing Management Association (DPMAEF), an organiza­
tion established in 1975 to "expand the educational opportunities 
for system' professionals and to conduct research and programs to' 
benefit dpindustry, educators, government, and the public." Con­
tact the Conference Manager, USPDI, 12611 Davan Dr., Silver, 
Spring, MD 20904, (301) 622-0066. ' 
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CAD '82 March 30-April 1, Sussex, England. 
The entire project development cycle, from concept to manufac­
ture, will be discussed at this international conference and exhibi­
tion on computers in design engineering. Contact Alan Pipes, 
Conference Orgariizer, IPC Science and Technology Press, P.o. Box 
63, Westbury House, Bury St., Guildford Gu258H, England. 

APRIL" 
OAC '82, AprilS-7, San Francisco. 
The third annual Office Automation Conference provides a show­
case for products and services that are dramatically changing to­
day's office environment. There is also a full schedule of technical 
program sessions. This year's program theme is "The Human 
Connection." Contact Betty Lou Cooke, AFIPS, Inc. 1815 N. Lynn 
St., Arlington, VA 22209, (703) 558-3612. 

Viewtext -'82, April 13-15, New York City. 
,The second conference focuses on "Business Applications of 
Videotex." Contact Ellen Bond, Information Gatekeepers, Inc. 
167 CoreyRd., Suite 111, Brookline, MA 02146, (617) 739-2022. 

International Symposium on Local Computer 
Networks, April 19-21, Florence, Italy. 
Sponsored by IFIP. Conference topics are operating systems, per­
formance evaluation, architecture, protocols, integrated voice and 
data, VLSI technology, and applications. The program includes a 
product exhibition. For openers , there will be a welcoming party in 
the Palazzo Vecchio. Contact Terry Parsons, Olteco-Olivetti Tele­
communications, 10062 Miller Ave., #204, Cupertino, CA 95014, 
(408) 996-8128. 

InfolManufacturing '82, April 27-29, Chicago. 
Called the "Information Management Exposition and Conference 
for Manufacturing," this show is billed as the only event devoted 
exclusively to manufacturing corporations. Contact Clapp & Po­
liak, Inc., 245 Park Ave., New York, NY 10017, (212) 661-8410. 

MAY 
Computer Aided Quality, May, 11-14, Baltimore. 
This conference and expo is dedicated to the application of mini, 
micro, and mainframe computers as well as microprocessors and 
programmable controllers to improved manufacturing quality. 
Contact Robert Waterbury, CAM-I Inc., 611 Ryan Plaza Dr., Suite 
1007, Arlington, TX 76011, (817) 265-5328. 

Graphics Interface '82, May 17-21, Toronto, 
Ontario. 
The National Computer Graphics Association and the Canadian 
Man-Computer Communications Society cosponsor this confer­
ence and exhibition. Contact Rich MacKay, DataPlotting Services, 
Inc., 160 Duncan Mills Rd., Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M38 lz5, 
(416) 447-8518. 









Prime. 
One line of compatible 

systems. A whole spectrum 
of powerful solutions. 

Just a few years ago, advanced technology 
and system compatibility were mutually 

, exclusive. But when Prime began making 
computers, technology and compatibility 
became one. 

Big. Better. Best. The Prime 50 Series 
includes the Prime 250-II, 550-II, 750, and the 
new Prime 850. The Series is so flexible, it can 
handle Virtually any application you have. 
And so powerful, it can meet your most 
demanding needs. 

If you're in a start-up mode, the perfect way 
to begin building your system is with the 
Prime 250-II. If you need more power, you'll 
find the solution in the Prime 550-II or the 
Prime 750. And if you're looking for maxi­
mum performance, the Prime 850 is the most 
powerful mini available today. 
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You should know too that any 50 Series sys­
tem can be networked with any other. They 
can also communicate directly with main­
frames. And all Prime systems support a 
broad band of industry-standard languages. 

The economy of compatibility. The 
Prime 50 Series is designed around a single 
operating system, which makes all systems 
compatible with each other. So you can easily 
and economically move up to a larger sys­
tem, or expand to any number of small, 
remote systems. And you'll have nothing new 
to learn because the same software goes with 
you. 

A spectrum of solutions. The 50 Series 
. was designed to provide a broad spectrum of 
solutions for just about any application you 
might have, including manufacturing, finan­
cial, education, utilities, engineering, energy, 
automated office, you name it. 

Consider Prime first. Today, more than 
ever before, you need the compatibility and 
the spectrum of solutions that only Prime can 
offer. For more information, write to us at 
Prime Park, MS 15-60, Natick, Massachusetts 
01760. In Europe, write Prime Europe, 6 
Lampton Rd., Hounslow, Middlesex, TW3 1]1, 
England. Telephone: 01-570-8555. 

PRIME 
Computer 



ROUTE 128 REVISITED 
My compliments on your choice of cover 
illustration for the November issue! 

The artist, Richard Egielski, did a 
fine job of portraying the dynamic growth 
(and then some) of high technology firms in 
the route 128 area. The article itself, 
"Route 128: Hotbed of Technology," was 
great; several comments on geography and 
related issues: 

Harvard is generally referred to as 
"the small liberal arts school upriver" from 
Mfr. You've shown them reversed on the 
Charles River Basin. 

I believe the helicopter (shown' atop 
Nixdorf Computer facility) belongs on 
DEC'S rooftop helipad. Statistically, since 
they've got one of the largest corporate 
fleets of fixed and rotary wing craft in New 
England, that seems more likely. 

I assume your treetop firm on the 
story's first page is "Sanders" as in "­
Associates. ' , 

R.W. MANN JR. 
Manager, Marketing Planning 

American Airlines 
Dallas/Fort Worth Airport, Texas 

The plane on the Nixdorf roof was the one 
sent by the governor of Massachusetts to 
pick up Heinz N. and take him to his meet­
ing with Entrex execs (p. 116).-Ed. 

ETHICS AND THE CONSULTING 
BUSINESS 
As president of the Independent Computer 
Consultants Association (lCCA); a national, 
not-for-profit, professional organization, I 
feel a reply is in order to the article "So 
You Want To Be a Consultant" (Novem­
ber). 

To begin with, the article seems 
very slanted to men in data processing. 
Since our field is one of the most open in the 
country (there are a large number of very 
successful consulting organizations headed 
by women), the chauvinistic bent of the ar­
ticle was inappropriate. 

More importantly, I want to reply to 

LETTERS 

two elements in the "Notes from a Consul­
tant" section of the article. In one, the au­
thor suggests that "any time you are on site, 
take all the manuals you think you are going 
to need for the next year." This sounds like 
stealing to me. It is in direct conflict with' 
the ICCA Code of Ethics. A member consul­
tant found doing that would be expelled 
from our organization. Professional consul­
tants are able to obtain the research and 
reference materials they require through 
standard business channels. 

The second element indicated to 
"get the business first, worry about doing it 
later. " This again is contrary to our Code of 
Ethics. If a member finds an opportunity 
that is outside of his or her expertise, it is 
common practice to establish joint ventures 
with other firms having the necessary back­
ground. This arrangement is made prior to 
obtaining the business. 

Successful consulting requires a 
professional attitude. As an association, we 
are building a reputation for our segment of 
the industry. The attitude of the article is 
not consistent with this g9al. 

STEVEN A. EFNER 
President 

Independent Computer Consultants Assn. 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Although I certainly enjoyed the article, I 
suspect that the consultants interviewed 
were not as deliberate in their career devel­
opment as they recommended. 

I worked for several years as a con­
sultant in computer and noncomputer busi­
nesses until I finally realized it was too late 
for me to have an honest trade, but by then I 
had become a consultant! 

ROBERT WACHTEL 
Occidental, California 

ASK BEGS THE QUESTION 
"Beefing up the Business" (Look Ahead, 
November) reported that Conserv Corp. 
had a 40% share of the manufacturing sys­
tems software market. We believe this to be 
a gross overstatement.' In fact, ASK Com-

puter Systems Inc. is the leading supplier of 
packaged software for manufacturing com­
panies. Our 1980 manufacturing software 
revenues were some 40% higher than Con­
serv's, while, according to a recent study, 
the total market share of the top five suppli­
ers of manufacturing software amounts to 
less than 25%. 

GARY S. YOST 
Director of Marketing Communications 

ASK Computer Systems 
Los Altos, California 

LOOK IT UP 
At a time of increasing interest in dictio­
naries as office automation tools, for hy­
phenation and spelling checks, I have ob­
served an odd anomaly in hyphenation as 
decreed by Webster's (Merriam) dictio­
naries. It is this: 

• All words ending in TIONARY are hy­
phenated as TION-ARY, except DICTIO-NARY. 

• All words ending in NATION are hy­
phenated as NA-TION, except HYPHEN­
ATION. 

Now I am aware of the horrible in­
consistency of hyphenation as it is prac­
ticed, but there seems to be very long odds 
against this combination. Do any DATAMA­
TION readers know the reason? 

BOB BEMER 
Phoenix, Arizona 

.• • AND MERRIAM RESPONDS 
In the division of both dictionary and hy­
phenation, the etymology, or word history, 
is relevant. A division is shown after the n 
in hy.phen.ation because the word is 
formed from the English word hyphen plus 
the suffix .ation. Similar divisions can be 
found in our dictionaries for alienation, 
margination, oxygenation, and pollen­
ation. On the other hand, dictionary is not 
formed from the English word diction plus 
.ary; it comes from the Latin dictionarium 
which is itself formed from dictio "speak­
ing, style" plus an .n. (found in many Latin 
nouns ending in .io when a suffix or inflec­
tion is added) plus the noun suffix .arium. 
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